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how much more fierce must be the struggle of
students who know of no help beyond them-
selves ?

This tendency toward immorality was early
recognized in Japan, and led to the Imperial
Rescript on Education issued in 1890. A careful
study of this rescript should be made in order to
understand the moral situation in Japan, for it
is the basis of all ethical teaching in the schools.
A printed copy with the Emperor's autograph
is kept as the greatest treasure of an educational
institution, and it is read with deep solemnity
on all great occasions. Let us read this rescript
critically and note its strength and weakness as
a basis for moral life:

THE IMPERIAL RESCRIPT ON EDUCATION

"KNOW YE, OUR SUBJECTS :

" Our Imperial Ancestors have founded Our
Empire on a basis broad and everlasting, and
have deeply and firmly implanted virtue. Our
subjects, ever united in loyalty and filial piety,
have from generation to generation illustrated
the beauty thereof. This is the glory and the
fundamental character of Our Empire and
herein also lies the source of Our education.
Ye, Our subjects, be filial to your parents,
affectionate to your brothers and sisters; as
husbands and wives be harmonious, as friends